
2013 CCET Board Meeting Summaries 
 
December  16, 2013 - The CCET Board of Directors met in Executive session at the CCET 
Offices in Austin, Texas.  The primary purpose of the meeting was to review and approve 
financial reports and to discuss the future of CCET. Steve Bezecny provided the financial report, 
and he and Milton Holloway led the discussions of a 2013 4th Quarter and 2014 annual budgets.  
Holloway summarized the results of an Affiliate member meeting held on December 6, 2013 
where future project ideas were identified that included additional synchrophasor applications, 
storage, big data and data analytics, micro-grids and demand response. He reported that the 
Affiliate members find CCET to be of particular value as a one-stop access to ERCOT market 
leaders. He also presented a summary of the achievements of CCET since the beginning in 
September 2005. Trip Doggett then presented his view of R&D needs where CCET might be a 
key organization to conduct the research.  His comments were broad about ERCOT, including 
ERCOT as a reliability organization, the ERCOT market, and the ERCOT stakeholders broadly 
speaking. Jennifer Pulliam then led a Board discussion of possible subject matter areas for CCET 
in 2015 and beyond.  
The meeting adjourned with plans for a follow up meeting.  
 
October18, 2013 – Overton Hotel, Lubbock, Texas. The Board met in Executive Session during 
CCET’s Annual meeting. Paul Hudson chaired the meeting that focused broadly on two matters, 
the first being normal business matters and the second being the start of a Board strategic review 
to examine the role and focus of the organization following the end of the DOE Demonstration 
Grant, “Discovery Across Texas,” at the end of 2014.  
The meeting preceded the 3rd day of the CCET Annual meeting that focused on a battery storage 
system dedication event. Following a review of the financial status of the organization by Steve 
Bezecny, Milton Holloway presented a summary of a self-evaluation plan. The meeting then 
adjourned, so that the attendees could drive to the Reese Technology Center for the Dedication 
Ceremony. 
 
October18, 2013 – The CCET Board of Directors Public Meeting was held on Day Three of the 
Annual Meeting in Lubbock at the Reese Technology Center, west of Lubbock, Texas. Milton 
Holloway chaired the meeting.  After a round of introductions for all attendees, Holloway 
thanked the attendees for coming to the Battery Dedication Ceremony then highlighted the 
agenda for the day. Presentations during the meeting included: 

• DOE priorities for Battery and Renewables Technologies by Wanda Reder – DOE 
Electricity Advisory Committee Member - Wanda highlighted longstanding work by the 
Department of Energy for energy storage technologies for the power grid, with a 
particular focus on batteries. 

• Large Scale Battery Systems & Grid Frequency Regulation – Jeff Gates, Duke Energy 
Jeff provided an overview of Duke Energy, their portfolio of renewable energy projects, 
and the Notrees Battery project which is a DOE Smart Grid Demonstration Grant. 



• Wind Farm Management Systems – Simon Boyer, CGI Simon provided an overview of 
CGI, and reviewed the information management tools offered for owners and operators 
of renewable energy technologies feeding the power grid. 

• National Wind Institute – Anna Young, Associate Managing Director, NWI Anna 
reviewed the history and formation of the National Wind Institute at Texas Tech 
University, and its present capabilities to perform research and development and provide 
technology services to those organizations who are advancing the use of wind power to 
supply electric power needs around the world. 

• Annual Report and 2014 Operation Plan – Milton Holloway, CCET 
The meeting then adjourned and completed the Three-Day event focused on the Battery 
Dedication Ceremony. 

 
August 7, 2013 – The CCET Board of Directors  Public session meeting was held during NI 
Week 2013 in Austin, Texas. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting.  Milton Holloway 
welcomed members and guests, and provided a quick overview of the speakers and topics for the 
day which included: 
GridWise Alliance Initiatives – Becky Harrison, GridWise Alliance (GWA) 
Becky gave a short history and overview of the Alliance, noting it was founded in 2003 to work 
with DOE on electric grid advancements, and is comprised of stakeholders who design, build, 
and operate the grid. 
 
Resource Adequacy  & the ERCOT Policy Debate – Mike Wise, Golden Spread Electric 
Cooperative (GSEC) Following an introduction to Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Mike 
reviewed briefly the ongoing policy debates about resource adequacy in EROCT, and the 
tensions between proponents of the existing energy-only wholesale market and those who 
advocate a capacity market.  He noted the recent report completed for ERCOT by the Brattle 
Group. 
 
Demand Response Initiatives at ERCOT – Paul Wattles, ERCOT Paul reviewed ERCOT and 
the functions it provides for the electric grid reliability and markets. The history of demand 
response in ERCOT was reviewed.  Paul noted that large commercial consumers had grown very 
sophisticated about the market vis-à-vis their own needs and effectively took advantage to 
minimize their own costs. 
 
Water Policy and the ERCOT Electric System – Lyn Clancy, Lower Colorado River 
Authority (LCRA) Lyn reviewed the current drought situation within Texas, noting specifically 
the role that LCRA plays in water supply from the Lower Colorado River.  He also discussed the 
dependence of power generation on water for power plant cooling purposes, and the impact the 
drought is having. 
 
OpenADR – Barry Haaser, OpenADR Alliance Barry introduced the Alliance as developing 
and providing standardized protocols for automated demand response functions, to allow ready 
implementation across multiple platforms by multiple vendors.  He noted that the Alliance is an 
open organization to any entity. 
 



CREZ Transmission Build Out – Calvin Crowder, Electric Transmission Texas (ETT) 
Calvin provided a brief history of the formation of Electric Transmission Texas by American 
Electric Power (AEP) and MidAmerican Energy Holdings, noting it was formed in 2007. It 
began with certain project transfers from AEP-Texas, has a portion of the CREZ transmission 
build out, and continues to seek organic growth. 
 
Milton Holloway then announced the plan for the Annual Meeting of Members on October 18 in 
Lubbock at the Reese Technology Center. He reported that the Annual meeting would be a three-
day event, beginning with a meeting of the CCET DOE Discovery Across Texas Project 
Management Board, followed by a workshop with other DOE Smart Grid Demonstration Grant 
awardees, and concluding with the annual meeting and dedication ceremony for the battery 
storage system that is being added to the CCET project at the Reese site. 
The Meeting then adjourned. 
 
August 7, 2013 - The CCET Board of Directors met in Executive session during NI Week 2013 
in Austin, Texas. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting. Milton Holloway provided an 
overview of the agenda for the day, beginning with this executive session, and proceeding to the 
public session. Holloway gave the financial update in Steve Bezecny’s absence, and gave an 
update on budget looking forward, and on plans for the annual meeting of members. Milton then 
indicated to the Directors that he wanted to begin a discussion with the Board about the future of 
CCET when the DOE Demonstration Grant is completed in 2014.   
The Directors discussed a document with four visions: 

• Demonstration projects as the primary driver (Option #1: Continue as separate non-profit 
entity) 

• Demonstration projects as the primary driver (Option #2: Integrate into ERCOT’s 
structure) 

• Legislative and PUC Policy as a primary focus (Option #3) 
• Demonstration projects as the primary driver (Option #4: Continue as separate non-profit 

entity but leverage university relationships) 
Ken Murphy gave a report on the DOE Demonstration Grant project.  The meeting then 
adjourned to the public session. 
 
 
ADD THE NI WEEK PUBLIC MEETING 
 
March 30, 2013 - The CCET Board of Directors met in Executive session in the Double Tree- 
Hilton in San Diego, California. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting. Milton Holloway 
reviewed the resumes of new parties to CCET including Jennifer Pulliam, Sarah Heintz, and 
Vicki Ahrens.  Jennifer, replaced Brian Tulloh as TXU Energy’s Board member.  Sarah Heintz 
provides administrative services, and Vicki Ahrens accounting services. Milton indicated that the 
next Board meeting would be hosted by CCET member National Instruments in conjunction with 
their annual developers’ conference in Austin. Holloway provided a financial report and. Ken 
Murphy provided a report on the DOE Demonstration Grant “Discovery Across Texas”. Paul 



Hudson gave an update on the Texas Legislative Session.  Robert Howden reported on various 
membership development activities. The Executive Session adjourned to move to the offices of 
San Diego Gas & Electric to continue discussions with them in the CCET Board of Directors 
Public meeting. 
 
March 29 & 30, 2013 – DAY ONE-- March 29. This public meeting was hosted by San Diego 
Gas & Electric (SDG&E) in San Diego, California, and participants included representatives 
from SDG&E, as well as representatives from CCET.  This was the first meeting of the Board 
outside of Texas. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting.  SDG&E hosted the meetings 
and provided the engagement with their key leadership.  The meeting included a tour of the 
Energy Innovation Center. Josh Gerber (Manager – Smart Grid) from SDG&E welcomed CCET 
and its representatives.  He gave further information about this facility. 
The meeting included a series of presentations and related discussions following each.  The 
presentations generated a great deal of discussion. The meeting opened with presentations by 
SDG&E. These included: 

• Overview of SDG&E PEV, Solar and AMI System Developments – Josh Gerber 
(Manager – Smart Grid) 

• San Diego Solar-to-EV Project – Greg Haddow (Clean Transportation Manager) 
• SDG&E Response to the Pacific Southwest 2011 Blackout –Mike Niggli 

(President/COO) 
• Resource Adequacy in California - Rob Anderson (Director – Resource Planning) 
• SDG&E Energy Efficiency Program Initiatives – Ted Reguly (Director – Customer 

Services & Programs) 
• Changes in the SDG&E Regulatory Model for Cost Recovery and Design and 

Construction Practices in Response to the Increase Distributed Generation – Tom Brill 
(Special Counsel & Director – Strategic Projects) 

 
Milton Holloway provided an overview of the history and founding of CCET, the focus of the 
organization and how that has changed with time, and the sources of funds that have supported 
the work of CCET, noting the role played by the Department of Energy. CCET representatives 
made the following presentations: 

• Status of AMI Development in ERCOT—Valentine Emesih, CenterPoint Energy  
• The Resource Adequacy Challenge in ERCOT—Trip Doggett, CEO ERCOT 
• Conservation Voltage Reduction Test Pilot – Tom Anthony, Oncor ED 
• Summary of REP Rate Offerings in ERCOT—Jennifer Pulliam, TXU Energy 
• Austin Energy DR Program and Pecan Street—Kurt Stogdill, Austin Energy 

 
Public Session:  Day TWO - MAY 30, 2013 
The CCET and SDG&E participants met on Day Two at 9:00 a.m., following an Executive 
Session of the CCET Board.  The meeting was held at the Mission Control Center of SDG&E. 
A three-hour meeting then followed, including a discussion of areas of common interests and a 
tour of the Mission Control Center. The discussion focused heavily on conservation program 



content and the grid management and rate increase challenges that accompany a large 
penetration of distribution level solar generation.  
The group promised to consider follow-on discussion and continuation of the dialogue begun at 
these meetings. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon following the tour.   
 
January 18, 2013 - The CCET Board met in Public Session at Brown-McCarroll offices in 
Austin, Texas. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting.  Milton Holloway reviewed plans 
for the day and for future meetings. The meeting included presentations in two subject matter 
areas: 
Morning Session –Texas Resource Adequacy Challenges 
Afternoon Session – The Challenge of Wind Integration 
 
Texas Resource Adequacy Challenges 
Jeff Clark, Executive Director of the Wind Coalition introduced The Wind Coalition, and 
provided background on its role to promote domestic manufacturing and to provide information 
related to wind power development.   
Energy Concerns of House Committee on Energy Resources: David Smeltzer, Legislative 
Director for Mark Strama, State Representative, District 50, provided perspective on the Texas 
Legislative session that has begun, key issues expected in the Session, and how energy issues 
will fare.   
 
Diana Leese, of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) reviewed actions by the 
Commission in several areas that address resource adequacy, including several ongoing projects 
 
Trip Doggett, ERCOT – Reviewed several topics directly related to ERCOT resource adequacy 
and operations. 
 
Christine Wright, PUCT provided an update on the web portal Smart Meter Texas that 
provides customers in the competitive market in ERCOT with access to their meter data and 
provides various functionalities to the Retail Electric Providers. 
 
Ed Reyes, Comverge provided background on Comverge and on demand response in ERCOT 
and in other areas of the nation. 
 
The Challenge of Wind Integration 
Milton Holloway presented an update on CCET’s Discovery Across Texas project. 
 
 



Joe Redfield, Southwest Research Institute (SwRI), & Steve Hanson, Frito Lay provided an 
update on the development of a project to manage the recharging of a fleet of commercial 
electric vehicles in order to supply ancillary services to ERCOT.   
The meeting then adjourned.  
 
January 18, 2013 - The CCET Board of Directors met in Executive session at the Four Season 
Hotel in Austin, Texas. Paul Hudson, Chairman, chaired the meeting. Paul recognized that Trip 
Doggett, the Chief Executive Officer of ERCOT, had been invited to be an Advisory Director to 
CCET. Vicki Oswalt is to step down as Treasurer and will be replaced by Stephen Bezecny of 
CenterPoint Energy . Milton Holloway reviewed plans for a CCET Board meeting in San Diego 
at San Diego Gas & Electric. In a discussion of membership activities Milton noted that Intel-
McAfee would become an affiliate member as a result of their role in security related to the DOE 
demonstration grant. The meeting then adjourned. 
 


